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Rybelsus® Savings Guide
Your complete guide to reducing out-of-pocket costs for Rybelsus (oral semaglutide) in 2026 —
manufacturer programs, insurance strategies, the new R2 formulation, and alternative pathways.

$936+
List Price / Month

$10
With Savings Card

$449
NovoCare Cash Pay

1 UNDERSTANDING RYBELSUS PRICING IN 2026

Rybelsus (semaglutide tablets) is the first and only oral GLP-1 receptor agonist approved by the FDA for the treatment

of type 2 diabetes in adults. Unlike injectable Ozempic and Wegovy, Rybelsus is taken as a daily tablet, offering a

needle-free alternative for patients who prefer oral medication. In December 2024, the FDA also approved the new

Rybelsus R2 formulation with improved bioavailability, which may affect future pricing. Understanding the current cost

landscape is essential to finding the most affordable path to treatment.

Cost Scenario Monthly Cost Annual Cost Who Qualifies

Retail / List Price (14 mg) $936 – $1,029 $11,232 – $12,348 Anyone (no discount)

Commercial Insurance (preferred) $25 – $75 $300 – $900
Employer/ACA plans with T2D
coverage

Novo Nordisk Savings Card $10/fill $120 Commercially insured patients

NovoCare Direct (cash pay) $449/month $5,388 Uninsured or insurance not accepted

Patient Assistance Program (PAP) $0 $0
Income ≤400% FPL,
uninsured/underinsured

Medicare Part D (with IRA cap) $0 – $167/mo ≤$2,000 total Medicare beneficiaries with T2D

GoodRx / Discount Coupons $750 – $900 $9,000 – $10,800 Anyone (limited savings)

KEY DIFFERENCE: RYBELSUS vs OZEMPIC vs WEGOVY

All three contain semaglutide, but Rybelsus is the ONLY oral (tablet) form.

Rybelsus is FDA-approved for type 2 diabetes only — NOT for weight loss.

The oral form generally has lower bioavailability than injections, requiring daily dosing.

The new R2 formulation (approved Dec 2024) improves absorption and may reduce food restrictions.

2 NOVO NORDISK SAVINGS CARD FOR RYBELSUS

The Novo Nordisk Savings Card is the most impactful cost-reduction tool for commercially insured patients. It can reduce

your out-of-pocket cost to as little as $10 per 30-day fill for up to 24 months.

Eligibility Requirements:

Must have commercial (private) health insurance that covers Rybelsus

https://synedica.co/


Must NOT be enrolled in Medicare, Medicaid, TRICARE, or any federal/state program

Must be a U.S. resident, 18 years or older

Must have a valid prescription for Rybelsus

How to Activate:

Step 1: Visit Rybelsus.com/savings or call 1-877-304-6855

Step 2: Complete the online enrollment form

Step 3: Receive your digital savings card instantly

Step 4: Present the card at your pharmacy with your prescription

IMPORTANT NOTES

The Savings Card covers up to 24 monthly fills (2 years of treatment).

Maximum savings of $150 per fill — you pay as little as $10.

If your insurance copay is already below $10, the card will not provide additional savings.

The card can be combined with your existing insurance benefits.

3 NOVOCARE DIRECT: CASH-PAY PROGRAM

For patients without insurance or whose insurance does not cover Rybelsus, the NovoCare Direct program offers a

significant discount over the retail list price.

Program Details:

Fixed price: $449 per 30-day supply (any dose: 3 mg, 7 mg, or 14 mg)

No insurance required — designed for cash-pay patients

Prescription is filled through Novo Nordisk's partner pharmacy network

Includes free home delivery

How to Enroll:

Step 1: Call NovoCare at 1-888-809-3942

Step 2: Provide your prescription information

Step 3: Set up payment and delivery preferences

Step 4: Receive Rybelsus delivered to your door

SAVINGS COMPARISON

Retail price: ~$936–$1,029/month  |  NovoCare Direct: $449/month

Annual savings: approximately $5,844–$6,960 compared to retail price.

This is the best option for uninsured patients who do not qualify for the PAP.

4 PATIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (PAP) — FREE RYBELSUS

Novo Nordisk offers a Patient Assistance Program that provides Rybelsus at no cost to qualifying patients who meet

specific income and insurance criteria. This is the most valuable program for eligible patients.

Eligibility Criteria:



U.S. citizen or legal resident

Household income at or below 400% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

2026 FPL 400%: ~$62,400 single / ~$129,600 family of 4

Uninsured, OR insurance does not cover Rybelsus

NOT enrolled in Medicare Part D, Medicaid, or other government programs

Must have a valid prescription from a licensed U.S. healthcare provider

How to Apply:

Step 1: Download the PAP application from NovoCare.com

Step 2: Complete the application with your provider's help

Step 3: Submit proof of income (tax return, pay stubs, or SSA letter)

Step 4: If approved, receive Rybelsus shipped directly to your home at no cost

Step 5: Reapply annually to maintain eligibility

PRO TIP

Processing typically takes 2–4 weeks. Ask your provider about samples or the NovoCare Direct

program as a bridge while your PAP application is being reviewed.

5 MEDICARE PATIENTS: YOUR OPTIONS IN 2026

Rybelsus has a significant advantage for Medicare patients compared to Wegovy: because Rybelsus is approved for type
2 diabetes (not weight loss), it is covered under Medicare Part D as a standard diabetes medication. The Inflation

Reduction Act (IRA) further benefits Medicare beneficiaries.

Key Medicare Benefits for Rybelsus:

Rybelsus IS covered under Medicare Part D for type 2 diabetes

$2,000 annual out-of-pocket cap (IRA provision, effective 2025)

This means your TOTAL annual drug costs are capped at $2,000 — including Rybelsus

$0 monthly payment option available through Medicare Prescription Payment Plan

Spread your $2,000 cap across 12 monthly payments of ~$167/month

No prior authorization required for T2D indication with most Part D plans

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE

Unlike Wegovy (which Medicare generally does NOT cover for weight loss), Rybelsus

is routinely covered because it is a diabetes medication. If you have T2D and want

semaglutide on Medicare, Rybelsus may be your most accessible and affordable option.

6 NEW: RYBELSUS R2 FORMULATION (APPROVED DEC 2024)

In December 2024, the FDA approved the Rybelsus R2 formulation, which uses a new co-formulated absorption

enhancer to improve oral bioavailability. This is an important development that may affect your cost and treatment

decisions.



Feature Original Rybelsus (R1) New Rybelsus R2

Doses Available 3 mg, 7 mg, 14 mg 25 mg, 50 mg

Absorption Enhancer SNAC (sodium salcaprozate) New co-formulated enhancer

Food Restrictions 30 min fasting before/after Reduced restrictions

Bioavailability ~1% (standard) Improved (higher absorption)

Expected Pricing $936–$1,029/month TBD — likely similar range

Savings Card Eligible Yes ($10/fill) Expected Yes (confirm at launch)

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR WALLET

The R2 formulation offers higher doses (25 mg, 50 mg) with better absorption.

If pricing is similar to R1, the Savings Card should still bring your cost to ~$10/fill.

Ask your provider if the R2 formulation is right for you — it may offer better efficacy

at a similar cost, potentially making Rybelsus more competitive with injectable options.

7 ADDITIONAL COST-SAVING STRATEGIES

A. Compare Pharmacy Prices
Rybelsus prices can vary significantly between pharmacies. Always compare before filling your prescription.

Use GoodRx.com or RxSaver.com to compare local pharmacy prices

Check Costco Pharmacy (no membership required for Rx in most states)

Consider mail-order pharmacies for potential 90-day supply discounts

Ask about independent pharmacy pricing — sometimes lower than chains

B. Insurance Optimization
If your current plan does not cover Rybelsus or places it on a high tier, consider these strategies.

During Open Enrollment: compare plans specifically for GLP-1 drug coverage

Request a formulary exception from your insurer (with Letter of Medical Necessity)

Ask your provider to submit a prior authorization if required

Check if your plan covers Rybelsus at a lower tier than Ozempic (common for oral vs injectable)

C. Dose Optimization
Work with your provider to ensure you are on the most cost-effective dose for your clinical needs.

Rybelsus 3 mg, 7 mg, and 14 mg are often priced the same per fill

Do NOT split tablets — Rybelsus must be swallowed whole

If 7 mg provides adequate control, staying at this dose saves nothing on cost but avoids unnecessary dose escalation

D. Nonprofit & State Assistance Programs

NeedyMeds.org — database of patient assistance programs



RxAssist.org — comprehensive directory of pharmaceutical assistance

State Pharmaceutical Assistance Programs (SPAPs) — varies by state

Patient Advocate Foundation (PAF) — free case management for coverage issues

American Diabetes Association — resources for medication access

8 QUICK-REFERENCE: WHICH PROGRAM IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Your Situation Best Option Expected Cost Action

Commercial ins. covers Rybelsus Savings Card $10/fill Rybelsus.com/savings

Commercial ins. + high copay Savings Card $10/fill Card covers up to $150/fill

Insurance denied / not covered Formulary Exception $10 if approved Provider submits LMN

Uninsured, income >400% FPL NovoCare Direct $449/month Call 1-888-809-3942

Uninsured, income ≤400% FPL Patient Assistance (PAP) $0 NovoCare.com PAP app

Medicare Part D + T2D Part D + IRA cap ≤$167/mo $2,000 annual cap

Want needle-free option Rybelsus (vs Ozempic) Same range Discuss with provider

Interested in higher dose Rybelsus R2 (25/50 mg) TBD Ask provider about availability

9 RYBELSUS DOSING SCHEDULE & COST TIMELINE

Rybelsus uses a dose-escalation schedule to minimize gastrointestinal side effects. Understanding this timeline helps you

plan your costs and savings card usage.

Phase Duration Dose Purpose Cost w/ Card

Starting Dose 30 days 3 mg daily GI tolerability (not therapeutic) $10

Dose Escalation 30+ days 7 mg daily First therapeutic dose $10

Maximum Dose Ongoing 14 mg daily Maximum approved dose $10

R2: Higher Dose Ongoing 25 mg daily Enhanced efficacy (R2 only) TBD

R2: Maximum Ongoing 50 mg daily Maximum R2 dose TBD

IMPORTANT: TAKING RYBELSUS CORRECTLY

Take on an empty stomach with no more than 4 oz (120 mL) of plain water.

Wait at least 30 minutes before eating, drinking, or taking other oral medications.

Swallow the tablet whole — do NOT crush, chew, or split.

The R2 formulation may have reduced fasting requirements — confirm with your provider.

✎ YOUR PERSONAL SAVINGS TRACKER

Use this section to track your progress in securing affordable Rybelsus access.



Current Monthly Cost:

Target Monthly Cost:

Current Dose:

Formulation (R1 / R2):

Program Applied For:

Application Date:

Status / Result:

Savings Card #:

Fills Remaining:

Card Expiration Date:

Notes:

Disclaimer: This guide is provided by Synedica Laboratories for informational purposes only and does not constitute medical, financial, or legal
advice. Prices are approximate and subject to change. Always verify current pricing and eligibility directly with Novo Nordisk, your insurance
provider, and your pharmacy. Rybelsus® is a registered trademark of Novo Nordisk A/S. Synedica Laboratories is not affiliated with Novo
Nordisk.
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